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Minutes of Shevington Parish Council Meeting 
Held Wednesday 26 August 2020 
7:30pm – Virtual Meeting 
 
 
Present:  Councillor I Whiteley (Chairman), Cllrs C Horridge, J Higham, J Whiteley,  
W McKnight and V Galligan 
Dist Cllrs J Brown and P Collins  
Dist Cllr R Whittingham was present for Items 264-266 
One member of the public 
 
 
Officer in Attendance:     Mrs K Pilkington (Clerk) 
 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed Dist Cllrs Ray Whittingham and 
Paul Collins of Wigan Council. 
 
The Council observed a minute’s silence in memory of the Late Mrs Veronica Maloney, 
former Parish Councillor, member of Shevington & District Community Association and 
Shevington Recreation Ground Trustee. 
 
 
264     Apologies for Absence 
 
Cllrs J Ball, M Crosby and M Grimes 
Dist Cllr M Whitham 
 
 
265     Declaration of Interests 
 
None 
 
 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
 
266    Path from Vicarage Lane to Crooke Village 
 
Information about the problems associated with pedestrian access to Crooke Village 
and Standish Lower Ground from Shevington, which had been provided by                    
Cllr V Galligan, had been previously circulated and was discussed.  Plans drawn up 
several years ago for improvements to the z-bends and a response from Wigan 
Council to an FOI enquiry about why the improvements had not gone ahead had also 
been circulated. 
 
The Chairman invited the Wigan ward councillors present to contribute to the 
discussion: 
 

(a) Cllr J Brown informed the Council that the improvement of the footpath had 
been suggested to the Major Projects team at Wigan Council approximately               
18 months ago.  It was extremely dangerous for people to walk along the            
z-bends and introducing improvements to the bends would be a very expensive 
option.  Improvements to the footpath would be funded by monies from the B-
line initiative, unlike those made to the Standish Line, which had come from      
s-106 funding generated by the new build in in Standish. 
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(b) Cllr R Whittingham had been involved in the initial upgrade of the Standish Line, 
which had taken place several years ago and had been steered by the 
members of Standish Community Forum.  The funding for this had come from 
charitable fundraising.  Local farmers and businesses had provided a great deal 
of assistance.  The end product was a decent walking surface along the route, 
which was also used by riders and cyclists.  Standish Voice had been set up 
and developed by the time Wigan Council decided to carry out further 
improvements to the Standish Line and it was they who had been involved in 
discussions with Wigan Council over the more recent upgrade, which had been 
funded by s106 monies raised as a result of the new build in Standish. 
 

(c) Cllr Collins had been extensively involved in proposed footpath improvements 
in this part of the Parish.  He explained that funding had not been a problem at 
the time and he anticipated that it would not be an issue now.  The problems 
had related to regulations in connection with the surfaces of footpaths and 
landowners’ access rights.   Cllr Collins recommended that advice in relation to 
the regulations covering footpaths should be sought from Wigan Council’s 
Rights of Way officer.   

 
The Clerk reported that she had received an email earlier in the day from a resident of 
Crooke Village raising concerns that improvements to the footpath were being 
discussed again.  While residents of the village had no issues with pedestrian, 
equestrian or unmotorised two-wheeled traffic, they were concerned by the 
opportunities that might be afforded to motorised traffic.  The Clerk had replied to the 
resident to let her know that the Parish Council were only making preliminary enquiries 
at this moment in time. 
 
Cllr R Whittingham was thanked for his contribution and left the meeting. 
 
A member suggested that it was essential that the residents of Crooke Village should 
be consulted. 
 
The issues were discussed further and the Clerk was asked to seek advice from the 
Rights of Way officer at Wigan Council. 
 
 
267    Matters Introduced by Members of the Public 

 
There were no matters raised by members of the public. 
 
Standing Orders were re-instated. 
 
 
268     Tree Issues in Memorial Park 
 
This matter had previously been discussed during the meeting in July, when some 
papers relating to it had been circulated to members. Further documents had more 
recently been supplied by the owners of the property in question and these had been 
circulated to members by the Chairman.  Cllr M Grimes had also visited the site and 
had provided a report with recommendations. 
 
The issues raised by the owners of the property were discussed at great length.  
 
Cllr V Galligan joined the meeting during the discussion. 
 
Members broadly agreed with the recommendations in Cllr Grimes’s report: 
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• Seek Andy Smallshaw’s advice on the potential to prune the trees once again 
• Consider felling one, maybe two sycamores adjacent to the side boundary if 

effective pruning could not be undertaken 
• Carry out selective pruning of the large sycamore at the rear of the property 

with advice from Andy Smallshaw on the extent of the work 
• Remove the small sapling at the rear of the property before it became larger as 

it had no intrinsic value to the other trees and the park 
• Seek the opinion of the Council’s Insurers and Legal Advisors on the Council’s 

liability for the cost of works required at the property or future damage and/or 
injury from these trees 

• Recognise that the Council may be faced with legal action if the Council 
decided to take no action 

 
Concerns were expressed by some members about potential costs in relation to any 
work to be carried out on the trees and the fact that information about the issues had 
appeared on Facebook before the Council had had an opportunity to discuss them.  
Members agreed that Mr Smallshaw’s advice about the options available in relation to 
the trees should be sought. 
 
The Clerk sought clarification from the Council with regard to the next steps and was 
asked to  

(a) Seek Andy Smallshaw’s advice about the options and ask him if he would be 
able to meet with members of the Council either on site or virtually during the 
daytime to discuss the matter and 

(b) Circulate the application form that would be submitted to Wigan Council. 
 
 
269     Parking in Vicarage Lane 

 
Parking Issues Along Vicarage Lane 
A resident had written to the Parish Council, highlighting the problems created by 
parking along Vicarage Lane on match days. Cars were often double-parked along the 
road and partly on the grass verges and the pavement.  This pavement was also a 
well-used route for walkers heading to Crooke Village.  The resident had provided 
photographs of cars parked in the area on one evening the previous week.  
 
The Clerk reported that the clubs had been contacted and had said that they are aware 
of the issue of parking and were developing their thoughts across both clubs to mitigate 
this issue – it was still a learning curve at the moment for all of them. 
 
The parking issues had arisen for a variety of reasons: there was reduced space on 
the car park because of the new build and the lockdown rules (members were not 
allowed to car share) - these two events had combined to make it more difficult in the 
short term.  Completion of the building would substantially increase the parking space 
on site. 
 
The clubs were in the process of contacting players and requesting them to make their 
own way to training wherever possible.  They had made all teams aware of their 
responsibilities with respect to parking.  The Clerk had been assured that in future 
there would be a steward directing parking in the car park and cones would be put out 
along Vicarage Lane to deter people from parking along the road. 
 
However, the clubs’ representative had also pointed out that some of the cars parked 
along Vicarage Lane belonged to allotmenteers and to dog walkers. 
 
In their exchange with the Clerk the sports clubs had raised the following: 
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a) One unauthorised user and his colleagues had taken to regularly training 4 or 5 
players on the pitches - these people were outside the clubs and, though 
challenged, refused to move, insisting that they had permission to train there.  
 

b) The previous Saturday two horses had been ridden down the touchline during a 
football match. They were being ridden in between players warming up on the 
touchline. Golf too was being played on site with the obvious damage to the turf 
and there was a danger of a player or dog walker being hit by a golf ball in flight. 
The sports clubs wished to request that these activities be banned.  

 
The Clerk advised that, as the leaseholders, the sports clubs were in effect the owners 
of the pitches and giving permission for individuals to use the pitches lay solely with 
them.  She was asked to let the clubs know this informally and to monitor the situation. 
 
 
270     District Councillors’ Reports 
 
The reports from the district councillors were received.  See Appendix A. 
 
Dist Cllr Collins asked that credit should be given to former Dist Cllr D Edwardson, as 
the introduction of defibrillators in public places was his initiative.  Dist Cllr Collins also 
endorsed the Tech Mates project as being very worthwhile. 
 
A parish councillor asked why yellow lines had been introduced along part of Church 
Lane.  Dist Cllr Brown informed the Council that they had been introduced to try to 
encourage parents to walk their children to school and to prevent drivers from double-
parking along that part of the road and creating a dangerous traffic situation at peak 
times. 
 
The District Councillors were thanked for their contributions. 
 
Standing Orders were re-instated. 
 
 
271    Minutes of the Last Ordinary Meeting of the Council  (22 July 2020) 

 
The previously circulated Minutes were considered. 
 
Resolved:  That the Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, held 
on 22 July 2020, were approved as a true and correct record. 
 
 
272     Chairman’s Report     
 
There was no report from the Chairman. 
 

   
273     Reports from Councillors 
 
Allotments at Vicarage Lane 
A member reported that the allotments at Vicarage Lane were suffering from serious 
flooding.   
 
Shevington Community Pantry 
The Pantry was proving very popular.  One hundred members had joined since it had 
started.  The times of sessions would be changing in the near future to accommodate 
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parents who needed to collect children from school.  At present storage space was 
being provided by St Anne’s Parish centre, but the LA might have to provide a 
container eventually, as St Anne’s would need that space for their own purposes. 
 
State of the Sector Survey 
The LA were conducting a survey of the state of the voluntary sector and were asking 
representatives of community groups to complete it. 
 
CA Meetings 
Attempts to re-start Shevington & District Community Association meetings via Zoom 
had not been very successful.  Members were currently in discussion about going back 
to face-to-face meetings, if a venue that was large enough to accommodate everyone 
who wished to attend could be found. 
 
Burglary on Miles Lane 
It was reported that a house in Miles Lane had been burgled earlier that week.  With 
the exception of the car keys, the burglars had not removed very much from the house, 
but the owners’ car had been stolen.  Residents were urged to tighten up their security.  
It was suggested that perhaps the main purpose of the burglary had been to steal the 
car and that this had been done to order.  There appeared to have been several 
burglaries in the area in the recent past that had followed a similar pattern. 
 
The Former Miles Lane Community School Site 
A member observed that it had been over twelve months since the Parish Council had 
received an update on progress with the development of the site of the former Miles 
Lane Community School.  The member was concerned that there appeared to have 
been no progress made and that the site was deteriorating badly.  Dist Cllr P Collins 
reported that there had been unavoidable delays and offered to look into the matter. 
 
 
274     Reports from Representatives 
 
Shevington & District Community Association 
There had been no meeting. 
 
Crooke Village Residents’ Association 
The CVRA had met virtually. 
  
Shevington Youth Club 
It was reported that the Secretary was completing the State of the Sector survey and 
that the Club was gradually returning to its pre-lockdown activities.  The Gym had        
re-opened and several regular hirers had resumed using the building. 
 
Shevington Recreation Ground Trustees 
The Trustees were still having problems with the maintenance of the grass by the 
contractor and a volunteer had been cutting it.  The Trustees were considering 
organising a volunteers’ day to undertake the pruning of the trees. 
 
‘in Bloom’ Groups 
Appley Bridge in Bloom volunteers had worked hard to maintain displays that were at 
least as good as those produced during the last competition year.  The produce from  
Edible Appley Bridge had again proved very popular with residents.  The Parish 
Council’s greenhouse had made a tremendous contribution to make this possible.  
Praise was due to Bill Draper, who had been working very hard on Appley Bridge in 
Bloom’s displays throughout the Covid-19 crisis. 
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Patient Participation Group 
There was no report. 
 
Audit, Governance & Standards Committee 
There was no report. 
 
Shevington Rugby & Football Clubs 
There was no report. 
  
Vicarage Lane Fields Developments 
There was no report. 
 
Friends of Shevington Memorial Park 
The FSMP had applied for funding from Tesco some time ago and had heard that they 
had been awarded a grant of £1,500.  This had to be spent within one year and criteria 
had been set down in relation to what it could be spent on. 
 
 
275     Annual Parish Walk 

 
The Jim Rigby Memorial Walk would be going ahead as planned on August Bank 
Holiday Monday and had been advertised on Facebook and on the Council’s websites. 
The localised restrictions on social mixing between different households imposed at 
the end of July had been lifted, but national restrictions relating to meetings between 
members of different households still applied. Hence social distancing between 
participating households would need to be maintained. 
 
The route for the Walk had been planned. The Walk would begin at 10am outside 
Shevington Methodist Church.  From the Methodist Church participants would walk to 
Vicarage Lane and then along the footpath to Crooke Village. On leaving Crooke 
Village participants would cross the road and make their way via John Pit and Elnup 
Wood back to Shevington Methodist Church, where the Walk would end.  It was 
expected to last about one and a half hours. 
 
Shevington Methodist Church had not been given the go-ahead to serve refreshments 
and its kitchen was closed. Hence refreshments would not be served at the end of the 
Walk. 
 
Cllr J Whiteley would act as the Steward and would bring up the rear of the Walk. He 
would carry the First Aid kit, a mobile phone, hand sanitiser and appropriate PPE and 
would provide advice on social distancing other Covid-secure procedures to walkers 
before they set out.  Everyone joining the Walk would be asked to provide their contact 
details to Cllr Whiteley for Track & Trace purposes. 
 
A risk assessment for the Walk had been carried out by Cllr Whiteley.  It had been 
circulated previously. 
 
Resolved:  The risk assessment was approved. 
 
 
276     Meetings with Wigan Council Officers 

    
Further dates for meetings with Wigan Council Officers had been proposed:  
19 April 2021 at 2pm or 26 April 2021 at 10am 
12 July 2021 at 2pm or 23 July at 10am 
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Resolved:  The Council selected 19 April 2021 at 2pm and 12 July at 2pm. 
 
 
277     Internal Audit Report 2019/20 

 
The two internal audit reports were received. The AIAR had been submitted to the 
external auditor. Members were asked to note that there were no issues and that no 
recommendations had been made by the internal auditor. Hence it had not been 
necessary to draw up an Action Plan. 
 
Resolved:  The Internal Audit reports for 2019/20 were approved. 
 
 
278     Review of Internal Audit 
 
The effectiveness of the Internal Audit for 2019/20 was reviewed against the criteria 
listed in the previously circulated document and the assessments were agreed. 
 
 
279     Appointment of Internal Auditor 2020/21 
 
Resolved:  The Council appointed Heelis & Lodge as its Internal Auditors for the 
financial year 2020/21. 

  
 
280     Clerk’s Report 

 
The Clerk’s report was received.  See Appendix B. 
 
 
281     Financial Aid Applications 
 
None. 
 
 
282     Payments, Income & Bank Balances 
 
The Income / Expenditure schedules for August were received.   
See Appendix C. 
 
Resolved:  That the Accounts be approved, the cheques signed and internet transfers 
made in payment, due notice being given to the bank statements exhibited. 
 
 
283     PayPal 

 
Several times a year purchases were made on behalf of the Parish Council online. 
They were usually paid for by the Clerk, who used her personal debit or credit card 
and then reclaimed the amount spent. Sometimes the size of the payments were 
substantial (e.g. when the Council purchased the new laptop) and future clerks might 
not be willing to underwrite the Parish Council’s expenditure to that extent. When 
making payments online the alternative option usually available was PayPal. The 
Parish Council already had a PayPal account, which had been set up many years ago 
when the Council was trying to sell a few items on eBay. At the moment it was linked 
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to the Clerk’s long extinct debit and credit cards. The Council discussed the proposal 
to link the PayPal facility to its current account so that it could be used to make 
payments for online purchases securely.  
 
Resolved:  The Council agreed that its current account would be linked to its PayPal 
facility. 
 
 
284     Planning Applications 
 
There were no new applications to bring to the Council’s attention. 
 
 
285     Next Meetings  
 
2 September (Policy & General Purposes Committee);  30 September (Council) 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM  

 
Resolved:  That, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be excluded 
and they were instructed to withdraw. 
 
Dist Cllrs J Brown and P Collins left the meeting. 
There were no members of the public present by this time.   
 
 
286     Member’s Absence from Meetings 
 
By the end of September Cllr J Ball would have been absent from meetings due to      
ill-health for a further six months. A further extension to his tenure was discussed.  
 
Resolved: In the event that Cllr J Ball had not attended a meeting by the end of 
September, his tenure of office would be extended to 31 March.  
 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9 pm. 
            

Chairman 


